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FOREWORD

“The Old Village is a jewel in the crown of Cape Cod’s historic resources.”
- 2001, National Register of Historic Places Registration form 

for the Old Village Historic District

To no one’s surprise and everyone’s relief, this 2001 application to place the 
Old Village on the National Register of Historic Places was approved.  After 
all, for centuries the residents had made it clear that their neighborhood was 
special: not just a group of houses, but a unique village at the edge of the ocean; 
home to a Coast Guard station, a lighthouse, a sandy beach, and at one time or 
another, stores, an elementary school, and a house of worship. Summer folks, 
including college professors and government workers, happily shared the space 
with local families and fishermen, who occasionally made it clear that outsid-
ers, town officials and voters had no right to tell them what to do. This attitude 
defeated the one effort at the 1985 town meeting to list the Village as an historic 
site. The “no one can tell me what color to paint my door” philosophy could 
and did prevail.

Years later, in 1997, a few “washashores” - Elinor Gelsey, my husband, Norman 
Pacun (who was chairman of the Chatham Historical Commission), and I -  
noticed with some alarm a new tendency for homeowners to demolish old, 
historic houses to make room for more modern structures. This activity would 
radically change the Old Village. Not knowing exactly what to do, we planned 



an informal meeting, outside and with refreshments of course, to talk about the 
issue. On that afternoon, in blinding sunshine and with no microphone, a larger 
than expected group got to business.  A unanimous vote directed us to form an 
Old Village Association with elected officers who would save the neighborhood.

In a few weeks, an official Old Village Association board of directors went to 
work. After studying various choices (explained in newsletters, meetings,  
and home visits) the directors decided the best choice would be for the Old Vil-
lage to apply to be listed on the National Register of Historic Places, where the 
emphasis would be on protecting structures deemed to be historic from demoli-
tion and on monitoring extensive changes. The past had taught us that our  
residents required and deserved to know every detail of how a National Register 
worked. Nancy Yeaw and the Chatham Historical Commission joined the effort, 
along with too many volunteers to mention, but it still took two often burden-
some years to finish the job. When the Old Village homeowners voted, only 
three of them objected to the listing - the color of doors was never mentioned. 

We in the Old Village should continue to be proud of our historic homes pro-
tected by this document. However, we should also take a minute to think about 
the tree-lined streetscape, the small sheds that sit in backyards, the often-un-
paved roadways that may lead to yet another house hidden from the street, and 
the glimpses of the water beyond. These are the remaining reminders of the 
simple life our ancestors lived and their devotion to their neighborhood.  

Now that neighborhood is ours to preserve.   

Carol Pacun, June 2023



Copyright © 2023, The Old Village Association, Chatham, MA

oldvillagechatham.org

Foreword photographs courtesy of E. Joan Horrocks.

Top photo: Three Old Village contributing structures. Left to right: MHC#171 
(77 Silverleaf Ave.) C. A Lohman House 1927/1930; MHC#167 (71 Silverleaf 
Ave.) Asa Nye House, 1810; and MHC#169 (75 Silverleaf Ave.) Smith House, 
ca 1800.

Bottom photo: A shed and a former store, both contributing Old Village struc-
tures, listed on the property of MHC#146 (58 School St.) Capt. Steven Howes 
House, ca 1850.
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September 17, 1999 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

The Old Village Association 
P.O. Box 188 
Chatham, MA 02633 

Re: National Register eligibility 

To the Board of the Association: 

Staff at the Massachusetts Historical Commission recently evaluated the (Chatham) Old Village 
to determine its potential eligibility for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. I am 
pleased to be able to inform you that the Village was found eligible as a district for listing, and 
that you can commence preparing a National Register nomination. 

The Old Village is a well-preserved district comprising slightly more than 200 properties, 
encompassing the area east and south of Chatham's commercial district. It is centered along 
Main Street from the edge of the commercial area to Chatham Light; other major streets within 
the district include School and Water Streets, and Silver Leaf Avenue. Its densely developed 
neighborhood reflects its history as one of Chatham's earliest villages, and its importance both as 
a maritime settlement (still reflected in an active boatyard and the Coast Guard station) and a 
summer residence and recreation area mirrors two important themes in the town's history. While 
some commercial activity still remains in the district, primarily tourist related gift shops and 

• lodgings, the vast majority of the district is residential, with a majority of properties being used
for summer housing.

Some questions were raised about the possible archeological significance of early wharves on the 
side streets facing Chatham Harbor, and erosion and weathering changes that have occurred in the 
district and should be answered. The appearance of a number of non-contributing buildings along 
those dead-end side streets east of Main Street should also be considered when determining 
boundaries, which for the most part appear judiciously drawn, and were confirmed by an August 
walking tour with Candace Jenkins. 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston� Massachusetts 02125 • (617) 727-8470 
Fax: (617) 727-5128 • TDD: 1-800-392-6090 
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August 6, 200 I 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Dear Property Owner: 

We are pleased to inform you that the property referenced above, which you own, is located within 
the boundaries of the proposed Old Village District, Chatham, Massachusetts, which will be 
considered by the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The National Register of Historic Places is the Federal government's official list of 
historic properties worthy of preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition and 
assists in preserving our nation's heritage. 

Listing of the Old Village District provides recognition of the community's historic importance and 
assures protective review of Federal projects that might adversely affect the character of the district. 
If the district is listed in the National Register, certain Federal investment tax credits for 
rehabilitation and other provisions may apply. 

Listing in the National Register does not mean that limitations will be placed on the properties by the 
Federal government. Public visitation rights are not required of property owners. The Federal 
government will not attach restrictive covenants to the properties or seek to acquire them. If a 
property is listed in the National Register, the owner may do anything with the property that he/she 
wishes, unless state or federal funds, permits, or licensing are used, or unless some other regional 
and/or local ordinance or policy is in effect. 

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are automatically listed in the State 
Register of Historic Places. There are no limitations, public visitation requirements, or restrictive 
covenants for private properties included in the State Register. State Register properties owned by 
municipalities and nonprofit organizations may compete for state restoration grants. 

You are invited to attend a meeting at which the nomination of the Old Village District will be 
discussed. The meeting will be held at the Eldredge Library on Wednesday, August 15, 2001, at 
7:00 p.m. All interested parties are invited and encouraged to attend. 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128

www.state.ma. us/sed mhc 138138

137



138



140140

139



139139

140



142142142

141



141141

142



144



144



145



145

146



148

147



147

148



149



149149

150



151



151151

152



154154

153



153153

154



Nu w • I a tt er o I the O 1 d 'V-1 U a9 e A•• o cl at Ion of Ch at II a 111 , M-u •sac h.u.s :an• 

Volume IV Issue I Winter, 2001 

National Register News: The Final Step - With Detour 
The anthrax scare has touched the Old Village National 

Register nomination, albeit indirectly. On October 10, the 
State Review Board of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission voted the District to be eligible. Thanks to the 
efficiency of Phil Bergen who was in charge of the final 
review, and Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, the 
nomination went to Washington on October 25th. However, 
instead of being delivered to the Park Service, it was hurried 
off, along with tons of government mail, to a warehouse in 
Ohio, where it will be irradiated against anthrax. When (or 
if) it will return, nobody knows. 

Luckily, if there's something to worry about, we usually 
find it. A call to the Park Service confirmed our worst fears. 
Again, the staff at Mass. Historical Commission went out of 
their way to help. They recopied the application, bundled 
it up and sent it on to Washington via Fed Ex, with an urgent 
plea that it be put on the fast track to make up for lost time. 
So, hopefully we are still on schedule .... 
When the review is complete, all owners in the District will 
receive a notice from the Mass. Historical Commission. 
However, the Association will be sure to gee the word out 
immediately. This has indeed been a long process, but one 

With Nancy Yeaw of the Chatham Historical 
Commission, the Association put together material for the 
Building Inspector which will help his office manage the 
review process for National Register Districts under the 
Cape Cod Commission Act. When the nomination is

complete, the Association will also notify all realtors in 
Chatham, briefly outline the review process and set forth the 
advantages of buying property in a National Register District. 
The Board of Directors of the Old Village Association will 
continue to monitor the process, answer questions and be of 
assistance, when needed. 

Building Code Exemptions for "Contributing" Properties 

Property owners of "contributing" structures should be 
aware that, when the National Register District becomes 
final, some of their renovation work may be exempt from 
State Building Code regulations ( which can make alterations 
to older homes more difficult). The exemptions are listed in 
730.CMR State Board of Building Regulations and
Standards, pages 458-460. Your builder can contact the
Building Inspector for details. The Association also has
copies of the Code.

which was, until the latest, highly satisfying. 
Our guests at the final meeting in August, 
consultant Candy Jenkins, Betsy Friedberg and 
Cara Metz from the Mass. Historical 
Commission and Sarah Korjeff of the Cape Cod 
Commission were impressed by the large number 
of attendees and che informed, thoughtful nature 
of the audience's questions and comments. The 
Old Village, as always, did itself proud. Kathy 
Earnshaw' s refreshments, candles and huge 
bouquets of hydrangeas, as well as David 
MacAdam' s collage of Old Village pictures, 
added an elegance that most State Commission 
meetings (we were assured) do not have. As a 
most fitting end to the evening, Anne Rogers 
and David MacAdam gave each attendee a copy 
of their book, A Family Album of the '20s. Betsy Friedberg, Candace Jenkins and Cara Metz at NRD Meeting 
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