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Coast Guard Station Expansion

Drebhie Aikman and Candy Jenkins
joined members of the staff of the
Mlassachuserrs Historical Commission,
and Sarzh Korjelf from the Cape Cod
Commission (the old gang) ro discuss
with Coast Guard staff a possible
demolition of the garage at the station
in order to build a new, larger strucrure,
which would provide more indoor
working space for boars. Those present
expressed concerns about the demolidon
ot an historic building (not only in the
Districe but also independently liseed
an the Narional Register), the scale of
the new structure and, in particular, the
plans ro tlarren much of the bank on
Silverleaf Avenue for a wider driveway.

While the Cape Cod Commission does

not have jurisdiction over federal
government buildings, the Mass-
achuserts Historical Commission will
continue to review the final project.
The O "‘-’i.”ﬂge Association Board,
whilesuppo rting Coast Guard activiries,
wi”cnnrinLlEEo:Jla}'amlc]nattcmp'r'mg
to mitigate the negative impact any
construction and demolicdon would
have on the neighbarhocd, particulacly
for those homeownerswhase properries
abur the stacion.

i frf arty Old Village Asiociation members
wish g see the plans andfor comment on
e rwork to the Marsachets Historical
Conmission, they showld comtace Debbie
Abdeman (945-8969),

National Register News from a Distance

Mow that the Old Village is 1 National
Register District, Old Village Board
members have become instanc experts
on applications, rules and procedures.
[n Qctober, Old Village representatives
traveled to other communities to give
informartion and lend support. Drebbie
and Don Aikman, represencing the
Mssociarion and the Historical
Commission, respecrively, arcended a
meering chis fall of the Sourh Chatham
Village Association, which is considering
a Narional Regiscer Districe.

And, in che same wesk, Carel and

MNorm Pacun drove up to North Trure
for an informarional meeting of Pond
Village residents, who are also thinking
abour 3 Nanonal Regiscer District,
Chuck Sreinman, Chairman ol the
1'rure Historical Commission, has done
a superb job in organizing marerials,
and we were honored chat he used some
Old Village informarion in his packer.
While no decision was made ar the
meeting, guess what? Those present
thought a good frst step was the
formartion of a neighborhood

association, Righr on!

Grant for Storm
Water Drains Denied

Bob Duncanson, Direcrorof Charham's
Warer Quality Lab, repores char the
grant Chatham had applisd for to add
scorm drains in the area around Licele
Mill Pond has been denied by the
Execurive Office of Environmental
Alfairs (Coastzl Zane Management
division) because —believe iror nor—the
pond's water qualicy is not bad enough
to be closed for shellfishing and public
use, This was a comperitive grant and
the areas in the worstshape received the
money. {(Hard to say whether the denial
is good or bad news.) Duncanson said
that the rown will reapply nexe year.

New OVA
Directors and Officers
Elected at Annual Meeting

Ar the August 25 Annual Mecting of
the Old Village Association, the
following slate of officers and direcrors
wWere G.PPFDUEL.'I.:

Presigtent: Debbie Allkman

Vica-Pravilene: Bab Walsh

Traqsnrer: Dick Towne

Clerf: Ann O'Connell

President Ex-Officio: Carol Pacun
Newly Appointed Direcrars:

Mary Ann Gray, Nancy Koerner
Continuing Direcrors:

Debbie Aikman, Ann O'Connell,

David MacAdam, Ellen McEinley,

Carol Pacun, 5Sam Streiberr,

Dick Towne, David Veach, Bob Walsh
The Old Village Associarion thanks retiring
directors Kathy Earnshaw and Sally
Dranel _,"5." thedr years of dedicated service.



From the President

[ firstcame ta the Old ‘v‘“iﬁ;zgt i thesummerof 39, 1'-va.~;a-:n||eg&

student raking onasummer job asa waitress ac the Hawes House,
located ar | 14 Main Screst. This turned out w be a pivoral time in my life, It
was here thar | met my furure husband. Donand his family had been long time
summer guests at the Hawes House, strting in the early '30s. We married a
week afrer [ gmr[ual::d from college, and the Old Village has been an integral

~ ' 4
[rarc of our ]l‘-"l:S ever S1INnce.

We have owned 78 Warer Screet for 27 years, purchasing it from Robert and
Alice Morse. Dr. Morse was a physicist who had been a senior scientistar the
Woods Hole Qceanographic Institution, an assistant sccretary of the Navy, a
dean at Brown University, and presidenc of Case Western University. The
owner prior to the Marses was Clair Baisly.  Clair operated “Millpond
Cappercrafts” ar the time | was waitressing down the streer {we called it “The
Copper Shop"). The shop is no more, burwe do have many of the handerafred
trems made by Clair. Perhaps you spotced our Coppercrafis directional sign
that [ displayed ac the Annual Meering.

Don and [ each have another legacy from Clair Baisly. Ameong her many
accomplishmens, Clairwasa faunderofthe Chacharm Historical Commission.
Don is now the Chairman. Clair was also the driving force behind the concepr
of the Old Village Association, B.C. {(before Carol). And here [am, 16 years
later, taking on the presidency. I is an honar for us to help sustain Clair's

vision of preservation for our beauriful lictde corner of the world,

Being permanent residents now affords us the luxury of experiencing che
beauriful fall weather here. As I wall the streets of the Village, T have mixed
emotions. The peace and cranquility is refreshing, buc it makes me sad w see
so many empty homes. [ found myself wondering about comparative dara
relating surnmer to year round homes, Having been a mach teacher, T decided
to pur rogether some numbers:™

309  dwellings are in the Old Vi[luge.

54 OV dwellings are occupied by vear-round residents.

17.5% is the :,=E:=.r-rnu11d OCCUPEncy rate I:nu wander it's so qul::t nowl.
There's more;

a0 regiscered voters live in the OV,

S785  wvoters are registered in Chatham.

1.6% of cthe rotal registered vorers live in the OV,

Also:

4.4 % ofche 7000 Chatham dwellings are in the OV,

50%  of Chatham dwellings are seasonal.

210 davs uncil next summer, when the OV has full occupancy again!
We hope those of youwho return will find everything to be precoy much as you
lefrir. Your Board will be doingeverything we can to address issues thar pertain
to mainraining the quaintness thac we all teasure.

Dedliie Atbman

*INumbers are approxiate
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Report on

Wastewater Issues
November 21, 2002

David MacAdam

Charham Citizen's Advisory Committee
(CAC) on wastewater management has
met three rimes this fall. Inaddirion, there
wWere Slf‘r".'ﬂ":ll SL[hl:ﬂ‘mlni.[L'EL‘ ]Tlﬂt[ingﬂ
formularing questions concerning
alternative seurcesand merhods olfunding
wastewarer solurions for Chatham, all of
which [ acrended.

In cruch, che CAC lLas been on
temporary “hold” since lare summer,
awaiting the State Estuaries Project's
determinarion of critical nitrogen loads
i;:ll' C}]th[!:_un Ealf‘r’fﬂtel' If'!l'l'.ltli'l}'lIlCﬂtS.
Earlier chis year, the state took over this
aspectof the scudy, saving significanclocal
mancy. Asan added bonus, the delay will
':fl‘ll‘l'.‘l lf' LIS T |.T£L5t EHEJ. H‘-"ES[E\W'[!S]_'SG].LI.ti.U ns
on new warershed delineations from che
L5, Geological Survey. Results from
these two endeavors are amic'{putcd u:arl}r
in the new year, At thar time, worl will
commence on 2 lransitional Needs
Assessment Report, integrating the new
data into the August 1999 Needs
Assessment Report. Thisworkwill occupy
the CAC and the consulrancs during the
spring and early summer. In thesummer,
the consultanes will begin ro develop
appropriate wastewarer solutions, and che
CAC will evaluare them and determine
which bese fit our gna.].s and needs. A
final weastewarer pian i5 now c:xpcctcd o
be presented ar Town Meerting in May
2005, Construction would begin some
time after.

Anticipating an inactive Fall, the CAC
underrooka program ofself-educarion on
b ples soon w be oFcricical concern o the
Commirese. Foremost ammong chese has
b'f.".‘.'l'.l. e EL'I.:_'n"'L':r" E.l]']djl'lg :Fﬂr a4 Wasiewater
solurion for Chatham, Unlike the siuzrion
20 years ago when the Feds underwrore
B5% o M ofthecosts of local wastewarer
infrastructure, we are now ina ome when
federal prioricies have shifted elsewhere
(not the least to generous rax curs), All
indications are chae che bill for Chatham's
wastewarer soluclons will have o he pﬂid
largely through bewerments (one-time

continuad on paga 4



National Trust Preservation
Conference Topic One:

laming the Teardown Trend

In late Seprember, Norm and Carol Pacun, and Coley and
Nancy Yeaw, attended the Narional Trust's Preservacion
Conference in New Bedford, By far the most pertinent
lecture for those of us in Chatham was based on che research
the Trust has been conducting on reardowns and trophy
houses. Since Old Village homeowners have lived with this
problem, it was interesting to hear stanscical proof thar
demaolicion has become epidemic chroughout the country.
For example, in Denver, Colorado, 200 homes were
demolished last year in order to make way for homes
three rimes tlieic size, and in owo neighbarhoods ousids
Dallas, Texas the figure is now ar 1,000 demolitions of
historic homes.

Cerrainly, none of those present from Chatcham needed
informarion on the negarive effects boch of the loss of historic
struccures and the our-of-scale serucrures chac replace them.
Haowever, the Trust has also researched the adverse effect of
demolition on the economic and social diversicy of towns and
neighborhoods. Each small scale house that is replaced by a
mansion permanencly removes a relacively affordable home
for sameone o buy, increases land values {and subsequent
raxes) beyond average incomes and purs the real estare marker
in rhe hands of speculanve developers, rather than residencs
whao lose conrrol of their neighborhoods.

The Old Village’s place on the Narional Register has,
fiopetully, createda solution which will, by slowing demolition,
help preserve our historic neighborhood. Bue as a part of a
wider communiry, Chatham residents can be encouraged
thar the National Truscis working hard to present these issues
o a wider public and o help communities find viable
solutions. And, itis also comborting ro know thar Chatham
is not alone as it continues to cope with its own epidemic
UJ'." [:Hfd WIS,

The Mational Trust for Historc Preservation is a prvate
membearship organization lecated i Washington D.C. with an
office in Boston, s web page is at:

HYPERLINK “hitp./fwww nthp.org”
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Survey Results

85 Members responded o che survey thar the Association
mailed ro members along with the Spring 2002 Newslerrer,
The purpose of the survey was to give some indication to the
Board of Direcrors where the members’ concerns lie and to
lool: for areas of possible consensus.

Theissues which received the mostacrention were parking
and traffic (72), particularly along the Main Street-Bridge
Streerintersection, beach usage (58) and possible Main Stewer
reconstruction (36}, Although 51 people expressed concern
aboutwastewarer, there was no real consensus on whar should
be done, wich many questions lelt unanswered.

Very surprisingly, alchough the area around the Overlook
was of grear concern, more people felt che parking and raffic
were satisfactory (43) than worried about congestion in the
arca{33). Surprisingly, by a cwo to one ratio, most responders
wrote that the shuttle bus was helping relieve the problems ar
the Orverlool, The majority wanted crosswalks in the area, a
stopsignand asidewalk around che intersecrion ofBridge and
Main Sureets. Lighthouse Beach should be left alone, most
argued, voting two to one against any bathrooms {tempaorary
Or permanent) or ]i."éguﬂrds_. bur by the same percentage
agreed chat the beach should be cleaned. (See story on
Supplement - Page 5.)

By a whopping 55 to S vorte, most indicated thar a simple
resurfacing of Main Streer and rhe sidewalk was sufficient,
while two out of three people encouraged a crosswalk ar

Andrew Harding's Lane.

Because of low response numbers, the
¢.--t:

=~/

Asfaras Old Village Assocartion activities were concerned,

COMUMEnts CONCerning wastewiter were
largely inconclusive, although 35 people (out
of 55 voring) thought the whole of che OId
Village should be sewered, while 31 people

“worried abourt che cost.”

43 people did want the Association’s Board 1o explore the
possibility ofa "Old Village Narional District” sign —bue wich
43 people asking “not ro change a thing,” the Board does not,
at least ar this poine, see the kind of consensus needed for
immediare action. However, the Board will consider some
focus groups next summer on some of the issues in the survey,
will explore the viability of a web site o keep members
informed, will continue our Annuoal Meering neighborhood
meeting format and will — promise! — try to stare meerings
on time,

Thanks to all who responded. Keep those cards and letrers
{complaints accepred!) coming. The Association is only
effective if it reflects the needs and concerns of its members.

[age 3
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Wastewater Report - continved from paga 2

ASSeSSIIEe0S I“L:-I' l]scrs] and L.':-C;il Ll
revenues. Fortunately, our lacal afficials
havebuile lunding for crearmencexpansion
into theirlong-range capital ouday budger.
icher capiml costs (such as hying
neighborhood sewer lines where required)
will be pn.id far thrmlgh betterments,
Operarion and maintenance costs will be
covered primarily throngh user fees. Think
l-.lll:ﬂ. Rewer hﬁ(}]‘(.LlP 5l Si.gl-lj 'Ellc..’il'ltprnpr:rt}-'
{and environment) improvement, nor a
cost ta be avoided if ac all passible! The
details of the method for determining
E.‘ﬂTfErITICI'lTE :1[1"_5 LLser J:EES \‘r’j“ I:IC
dererminesd lol:.’lﬂ}f. The CAC will be ar
the cenrer of the action on this ene. The
final recommendarions will come before
Town Meeting far ap::\rm'al. Yau will
hear much more on these marrers in the
COMING year or W,

A second item occupying the CAC's
arrenrion has been the Board of Health's
Draft 10 Nicrogen Loading Regulation,
published Seprember 24, 2002, The
regulation has yet to be implemenred. Trs

primary purposc is to insure thar
Chatham’s saltwarer embayments and
fresh water lakesand ponds are not further
degraded by wastewarer prior o
i[[l?lcmcnf'ﬂTiDn D[I t].'lf_' Pcrmﬂnﬁnt
selutions of the Comprehensive
Wastewarer Plan.  Despire their
umperaance and relevancy this is not the
placeto reporton the propased regularions,
Suffice it to say they are conwroversial, and
the criticism being focused on the Board
of Health from some quarters may one
day be inherited by whatever body ends
up administering our permanent
wastewarer solution,  In all chis it s
unportant to recognize char the Board of
Health's respmnibilitics extend bs}'c}nd
human health issues o include
environmental issues as well. Clearly the
rwo are related even though there are no
direct human healch threars [rom excess
nirl'DgEn or phm[}ha:uﬁ in local warer
bodies,

All indicarions are for an active spring
on the CAC I'm always available to

discuss wastewater matters. [t is lonely
traversing the dark recess of Chatham's
wastewater problems and solutions an
myown. I'dbe happy t have diecompany
of anyone who wishes to learn more first
hand. Itpromises tobequirean education.
Call 508-945-9242 or failing that, e-mail

(8] dp[rm{.‘udm@tﬂ.rthlink. ner,

Hot off the Presses

Mill Cove by Anne Rogers and
David MacAdam, a collection of
history, story and pictures — many
never before published — all woven
together to tell the story of the
eastern shore of Chatham's Mill
Pond and the peupl-: wha
frequented ic, will be available w
local bookscares the second weak in
Decemlber.
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Hapa and Julia Frasar

THE BEACH THAT WAS - AND MIRACULOUSLY STILL IS

Much of this Newsletrer is devored o
1.]:"..'-': I'_"Cfll'_'}l L t}'ll'_‘ l'JG'EI:CIITI DF .:‘1'L|'|dl'ﬂ1.*f'
Hardings Lane which strerches
northward ro the Holway Streesc
reverment, Ower the years chis ciny
f:{l.'l‘il!]"_'t' UJ.- Sll]'.ll'_:l hﬂ.i !JrDnghT. gi'l:ﬂ[ jD}r
and greac sorrow to thase Old Village
residents who have thoughrofthe beach
asan impaorrant part of their lives— past,
Pffﬁt]lt -':'I.['id. FLlI:'L'I.l'-T_‘.

The beach icself has always ebbed
and flowsd with the tdes; ac one
TTLOITLELE, 'r"."fli_'lin‘_‘l'.l i:\_'_u' storms, on Tl':{'}‘
vergs of extinction, and ar anocher,
lapped by gentle waves whase purposs
seems only to please the children on
their sucl boards and e fool the sweer
].-'UL'I]'L'.-I:" Eh]ﬂg.‘i ].:.-'.]:".Ig an hCﬂEh T['.l'r‘.-'E]S T
The lowest
point in our memoty was in 1987,
"\.‘t"z'.":['l I:l'l'.'_' bft:lk[hfuugh {}F.\\I[’?rl:l'l ElEﬂCl'I_

near an incaming ride.

caused catstrophic havoc, Few will
forger our feelings of sorrow and
imperence as the raging sucf ook the
beach and ren homes in a matcer of
months and lefr a scarred and desolare
shore,  All sesmned lost few Fele the
beach would return.

Bur, against all odds, new sand
ln'il'uculuus]}' hegun [0 COVED Up the tar
and debris left b erosion. Gradually,
wich addad help from the dradgers, we
watched the sand rerurn, l’t:rhaps the
beach looked a little skimpy, and
cereainly there was no parking loc, bur
whar was rhere seemed a true blessing,
a chance 1o use a beach we had thought
was lost forever. In the glow of this
tenaissance, wedid not fully understand
that the sand we were SILTING 00 was nar
- not now — part of a rown beach we

temmembered,  Tnstead, the shoreline

had receded and whar was leftabove the
original beach was private property,
belonging mainly to the Perry family,
with tiny strips of Galand and Wilson
land. As such, the space is noroursand
in that the Perry’s have the land for sale,
may never be ours again.

The Old Village Association is trying
its best to Find a way to keep this very
imporrant beach open to the public,
free of charge in perpetuicy. This will
talee care and effore, and will be, as it
always was, dependent notonly on sellers
and buyers, but on natural occurrences
as the coastline continues to change in
ways over which we have no conrmal.
Meanwhile, enjoy this supplement, the
story of a beach, a story in which we
have all plaved a part.

; ]
Caral Pacun, editor

Supplement — Page |



Living by the Sea in the 1940s and 1950s

1876; Art Gould with Alma G, 1 and o customers

o

'Good Waltar Eldradga”

The beach ar Andrew Hardings Liane
has al]Wﬂ".'s hiad ics l:‘-.J'g.l:r than life
The last {so far) of these

characrers was, of course, Arc Gould,

denizens.

whose philosophy of life, terse
comments on rthe beach scene and
wealth of knowledge abour boats, tides
a n[{ Wed fh!_"r wels lﬂgf.“: L-I.b'. [_'E.-'1 Bll[. b\'_' Fﬂ Tz
Are srarted his livery service, which
brought him to the beach each and
every day in season, there were orhers
whao serrled in on rthe beach, and
rfgardc‘d it as a combination |i‘-’i|‘|g
quarters, office and oral history center.

Inoche 1940 Wes Eld rf_'(.{gf used che
Hal-Way House an the beach to store

Supplemiznn — Mage 2

Row Boats to Lat, ., Mataor for Sala

his gear. Wesand his friends would sitin
tront of the iny hLljiding, basking in the
sun in the mornings and in che shade in
the alternoon and, as Clair Baisley
teported, “yarn.” To listen in o their
[TUSIngES was a privi]eg& and Clair wromre
that she wished she had raken nares,
Then, of course, thers was Good
Walter Eldredge who actually spent his
summers on the beach, in a shack made
of timbers of old ships and filled with
the paintings and ship models he made
during the winter. Lore has it thac
Good Waleer could predice storms and
always knew when the sea would wash
a wreck clean and expose its aimbers ro

the sun. Like Arc Gould, he rented 4
hoator rwo and was always ready ro give
a helping hand - and lots of advice — o
the hapless novices who fshed or
launched boars from the beach.
Children flocked to his shack and
listened in awe to his seemingly non-
stop tales. Elinor Gelsey, whe wrote in
an earlier Mewsletter abour her
memaries of Good Walter, said thar she
was impressed by his culinary skills, bue
that her mocher [orbade her to ear
anything he cooked for fear chac che
meal had first been tasted by his car
(who sometimes lived, rumor has it in
the stave).



Andrew Hardings Lane Recalled

Do Frendenbeing

They're almose all gone now, They used o pass the long
summer days waxing elogquent abour currenc evenrs,
romorrow's weather, how many soiped bass Dave Owvans
would bring back fram his lishing torays in Pleasant Bayand
afcourse the endless discussions about when the ocean would
treach che bar: This was all before local writers began o write
sequels abour the *Breakrhrough.” They would allarriveater

the clock scruck four — seldam carlier — carrving their well-

worn meral folding chairs. Thar's when moest of the action,
if vou could call it char, would stare in che parking lot at the
e.nld of Andrew Hardings Lane. On warm sunny days, Art
Gauld’s quainr litele North Beach ferry service would begin
rorecrieve its cuscomers [rom the ourer beach. Irhasbeen said
that he never left anyvone stranded rthere Occasionally
someone or thing would elucidare a comment from the
assembled warchers. Since mostotthem wereolder gendlemen,
these abservanions af course were almost always very gracious,
Berween these editarial asides, the conversation would rouch
on such weighty marrers as how a brand new moror gor lost
off the stem of a boar or why some rourist's skiff dragged its
anchor all the way o the other side of the channel.

Sometimes an aff-course bird would arrive an Monomoy
[rom Europe ar Souch America and the biedwarchers
would arrive by the dozens o record their sightings. Arr's
ferrv service, an institution advertised by word-oF-mouth
n|'||::.'. was lnown ta chem all and his business would
improve dramarically.

This was what went on day-after-sulery summer day in
“Serabbletown,” the name local hiscory bestowed upon this
unusual place, The chairs were all serup in

Over the years many curious events rook place around the
homes and shops built by the watermen whe scrarched auc
thetr living chere renting skifls to tourists—a business promored
by predicring good weather and giving clues rowhere the fish
were to be caught. There is of course no way to confirm the
stories, but they are certainly worch noting. In the lore is the
story about Mr .Durton whe gathered some driftwood chat
unknown to limwas mized with someunesploded ordinance
From W% 1L W hen Mrs. Durton decided ro usge some of
the wood 10 lee conl stove (o cx-.:.:h:md-:_'-;l with some surptising
effects.  Another involves the buried rtreasure char was
uncoversd on the oursr beach and then almest immediacely
was covered up again, never o resurface. Bur these are rales
for another telling.

This writer and his family spent 19 summers on Andrew
Hardings Lane, We afren ga back to wvisic. There 15 no
landing, no parking letand very lictle beach any more, but the
chosts of prior summers are there, [ recall these who owned
houses on the Land, like Duave and Berty Ovwans, The Pereys,
The Wilsons, [imand Diana Ficherre, Judge Galant, George
and Zee Ganaway, The Shorrells, the Malagodies, The Rolfes,
as well as the councless families roo numerous m menricn,
who rented there summer-after-summer. The neighbors of
Scrabbletown in the Old Village and all the others who visited
thers will never forget the seemingly endless sand bars where
their children could safely play and they had such good times.
Mo ene calls Andrew Hardings Lane home any mors; the
landing belongs to the ocean now until North Beach shields
it from the sea again.

the proximity of Arc's truck, which was the
natural focal poin, since Art was the first o
arrive in the morning and always parked nexe
ta the landing ramp. Small boys were known
wo spend their whole summer vacations near
Art's truck ro wacch and learn skills such as
bailing boars and moving anchars, experience
thaconecan acquirc only bvobservation. The
bavs would gradually curgrow this pastime
when they were abour fourtzen and had ro ger
real jobs for real pay.

Scrabhletown, over a peried in time had
actuallv risen from the sea as the tdal currents
deposited sand washed trom further norch on
the beach. [t had always been a popular spac

farall thie kinds of activiries that go on at the

shore, An old harbor had once existed there

anad afrar severe wincers somerimes the relics
of oid oiers and the skelel eibs of scranded

ancient wrecks would appear offshaore.

THE BEACH CHAIR BRIGADE. Dave and Belly Gvans, Elwin Perry, “Madame X"
Jack King {7}, and George Lake, Your aditors need sama help here — .
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Lost at Sea

et F 1 [} i [
The beackh b Graken thraugh!”
&

Tt vy, shopted during the great itorm on November 13, 1870,
beraleded the wleimare dectruction af Fre e'{g.r‘?fn"ﬂr:u.:.'.'es.
and there are thase who prophecy that history will repeat isself
Cepe Cod Aboy, Arthur Tarbell (1932)

January 2, 1987 at "syzgy”™: BREAKTHROUGH AGAIN!

Spring-summer 1987: SOME EROSION, but with much
af the beach returning o normal during a calm summer,
residents hope for the best (although most choose o anchor
theic boars elsewherel.

Joha McGrarh continues Are Gould's ferry service ro Narch
Beach, bur by late August wave action makes chese efforts
increasingly perilous.

Fall 1987; THE QCEAN RETURNS wich a vengeances ar
Andrew Hardings Lane—Holway Srreer beaches,

Waves shatter parking lor. Holway Streer closed o trathe
As sand wears away, debris from past vears surface, including
a rusty car frame, assorted houschold goods, gold coins and
hundreds of borrles. Collectors comb beach for treasures,

January 1988; THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

Cralanel house (alls inca che sea.

1988~1991: PROLONGED DISASTER as, like macchsrick
structures, ten houses are lost — compromised ro the poine
that the only choice is demolition. GONE, homes belonging
to the Wilsons, Coxheads, Buclers, Pacrys, Fiecherss l;nl'n-;:; chie
building was rossed by the wind into the Ganaway's housel,
Rolfes, Withetbees, and “Whitings (parrial).

This list cannar in any way convey the lingering tragedy of
these losses — people warching the sea’s relencless march
toward beloved properties, hopes of saving homes dashed,
precious memories tainted notonly by nature's fury bur alse
by the conflicrs that arose as the town, the courts and families
wrestled wich the ways to prevenr further destrucrion, Now
with revetments in place to procece the homes w che south and
north of the beach, homeowners lucky enough o have
survived those desperate vears still look ro the seq, and wonder
about its next angry outburst. North beach grows sreadily
southward, Will it acerete Fasc enough to prevent vet anocher
disaster! And will the town have the weapons in place to fight
another barele?

Fur a definise ctudy of these imwer. Timothy [ Woorl s newly revied
Band, Breakshrough: The Scorv of Chatham's North Beach is now
i dnudstares,
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Andrew Hardings Lane Beach in 2002:
THE Facts

B The land en which the beach is
primatily located (norch af the
remaining rown property) is owned by
Richard znd Blair Perry, whaose righis
under Mass. law exrend e thie mean
low water mark., A small parr of che
beach near Halway Street is owned by
Mlary Gould. There may sull be small
slivers above rthe low water line thar
belong ro the Galantis and the Wilsons.
MNoter According to our underitandin o af
Masiachusests fee, onee thorefrant land
bty evoded and i covered :'{1.}- tater, the
.'J!.'.,'.ifﬂ‘.ﬁ'.*':h!;{-' of ‘that faned is Lot and reverts
to the upland swaers, mg./zf(z'fg_v_-; of any
vebuildin % :Jrﬁ;.f::rn' stecretion af the beach,

B Danng back o colonial times, the
public continues to have the nghrro use
the beach for fishing, fowling and
navigation.  The Perrvs also enrered
into an agreement with the Town
whereby they received some of che
dredged sand [rom the harbar in
exchange for allowing the public
strolling rights along che beach, While
the durztion
uncertain, it is our understanding cthat
the Town regards it as presently in
effect since at leust some of the dredged
sand is scill an che beach,

of that agreemenc is

®m Dredging. Lnche pase, the beach has
besn the recipient of sand obrained
from thedredgingefAunc Lydia’s Cove,
There are owo dredges which work the
harbar. The first, the Army Corps of
Engineers’ dredge ("The Curricuck”)
comes once a year but, becauss of its
size, can only dump sand in the warer
clase to the heach, in the hnpc" that it
will migrate onco the beach itself. The
second dredge from Barnstable County
isscheduled by Ted Keon for individual
DPEracians m:ml'ding e nesd, Thers s
4 pumping unit, wich a pipe, which
deposits sand directly on the beach.
Meedless ro say, chis is the more reliable
source of sand. Since the Town pays for
this dredge, it is used only for projecrs
which are deemed worthwhile and
benefit che general public.

B The Perrys plan to sell their pocrion
of the beach. The reported asking price
has been close o $300,000, An earlier
option on the property was not
exercised. However, according to Blair
Perry, the family is presently negotiating
with a local developer who has offered
clase to the asking price.

m The acrual value of the beach is
predicated on so many variables (che
always changing coastline— forexample,
L0 feer of beach was lost during che
lacest nartheasrer, the question of other
possible owners, the “best use” for the
property considering conservation and
zoning requirements, erc.) thar it is
almost impossible ro keep surveys up o
date or o make a credible appraisal.

8 The Land Bank Commictee has
shown some interest in acquiring the
praperty, but the repured asking
price is a stumbling block. Coley
Yeaw, representing the Commirree, is
in contact wich the Perrys on 2
regular basis.

B The Old Village Association would
like to find some way te insure chat che
beach is conserved and made available
for public use, free of charge, in
perperuiny. The Associarion Board is
presently meeting to consider anumber
of ways to achieve rthis goal.
Bepresentacives of the Associacion
remain in contact with the Land Bank
Commirree and the Perry family in the
hope thar the beach can be purchased
of a consarvatlon easement can
be arranged.

B The Associadion has appointed a
commitree for the pussiblt pun:h&s: of
the beach consisting of Norm Pacun,
chairman, Dick Towne, Bob Walsh,
Carel Pacun and Debbie Alkman, ex-
officio. The Commicres has met with
aburters o the beach and welcomes
h-:]p and suggestions from dny inceres ted
neighbors. Please conract Norm Pacun
(945-1627] il vou would like ta help n

this effacr,

Emergency
Program in the

Works for
Chatham Harbor
and South Beach

Ar their November 18 meeting,
Chatham's Warterways Committee
discussed possible ways of dealing
with emergencies at South Beach.
Stuart Smith, Harbormascer,
outlined a possible program for nexr
summerrharhe, Bill Hinchey, Town
Manager, and Dan Tobin, Packs
and Recrearion, had pur together,
with the help of the Police and Fire
Departunents.  If the outline is
approved by the Selectmen, there
will be a wo-pronged approach.
Ohne person would be stationed ina
small inflatable boar aff-shore o
help those swimmers who are
caughr on bars due 1o incoming
tides, and anacher person with first
aid experience in a 4-wheel drive
vehicle would patrol the beach,
respond toemergenciesand educace
the beachgoers abour the current
and the rides,
improved. “Swimming off Sourh

Signage will be

Beach is really not appropriare,”
Smich said, "burwe have to recognize
thar people are using the beach, and
therefore, the town has to deal wich
public safery issues.”

The group determined that
lifeguards would not be Feasible
because of the lengeh of the beach,
the large numbers of lifeguards
needed to patrol it, and the services
lifezuards would nesd {particularly
bathrooms) — a big expense o the
Town. Charham will continue ro
designate the area as a “rural beach”
(as opposed to a town beach) in
order to avoid the rules and
regulations required of town beaches

as well as habilicy.
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Chatham Beach Watchers
Monitor the Beach at Andrew Hardings Lane

[n support of Ted Keon, Direcror of
Coastal Resources, the Friends of
Chatham Waterways has developed
Charham Beach Warchers to moenitor
and profile Chatham heaches an a
quarterly schedule. Technical guidance
is provided by Jim O'Connell
representing the Sea Grant program at
Woods Hole Oceanographic Insri-
tution and the Cape Cod Cooperative
Extension, The local profiling team
includes Old Village residenes Donand
Dehbie Aikman, David MacAdam,
Donna Malander, George and Mary
Olmsted and Phil Prate.

The AHL beach provides an
interescing study. [tisa “pocket beach”
in Chatham Flarbor, so called since e is
siruared in a “pocket” berween reverred
coastal banks on both north and south
sides. Serong tidal currents sweep the
ceverments and permitlictle orna beach
area north and snurh, bur the beach
teself survives, [n recent years the town
has trucked spoil from rhe Chacham
Harbar channel dredging o place itar
AHL beach in an effort to preserve and
nourish the beach. The coastal dune
area landward of the beach sustains
dune grasses to preserve the sand dunes.

Beaches have rypical winrer and
summer shapes. .. sand moves down to

fT:‘.’n::'J‘:’_{c’ (W ested

CHATHAM BEACH WATCHERS: Don Aikman [back to cameara),
Davey and David MacAdam and Donng Molander.

farm near shoresandbars during winter,
then sand from those bars is moved
baclowards to build up the beach during
In additicn w the
impact of rsing sea levels and wave-
induced erosion, significancstorms aleer
beach shape.

The purpose of the study is to record
long-term shareline sradstics which

the summer.

documenc shoreline dynamics; to learn

maore ﬂhﬂ“f n.’{tuml Pl'GCL".“J"iL‘S :mrl 24
betrer ma nage shoreline activiries. This
information should provide puidance
to the Departmenc of Coastal Rescurces
abour dune and beach restoration, o
the Conservation Commission For
conditions for seawall and reverment
construction and to provide insightinee
the interacrions of human activities and
the natural changing of shoreline system

and, thus, aid inim provernent of

=— Relatively stable araa -.|-—Unsml:lre ares —s

staks

Perfmarnent
manumant

LA

Interdune

Frnﬁrﬂ- _____ ar i A s g e B e

" Lineafsight ta hevizon

[shoreface)

ety S

Offshore

coastal resource management.
Four rimes a year, using a
porrable device called an Emery
Fod, the Chatham Beach
Warchers measure beach surlace
profiles from precise geographic
points along a precise transect w
thelow tide mark, Measurements
are recorded every five feer along
the rransect direction. Lt is oasy
volunreer work, the fresh air and
fellowship are rewarding,
Addidonal veluntesrsare needed;
call George Olmsred ifvou would

TEAMS DESCRIBIMNG A TYPICAL GUME ANMD BEACH PROFILE

Mota the lacalien of the permanent monument and profila stake. (From SeaGrant, Woods Hole)
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