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Survey of Village
Properties Near

Completion
Mancy Yeaw,

Hlistorical Comvmission,

Chairman of the
aned Morm
Pacun, in charge of the Old Village
Association Madional Register Districe
:1pp]:;:.1r;n|1, report eliar 99 af all Ol
Village properties have now been
surveyed and  those  requiring
archirecrural analysis have been sent on
e ourarchitectural consuliane, Canduce
Jenkins, When her work s complere,
the forms will make a final journey o
tlee  Mlassuchuoseres  Hiscorical
Commission, where they will be placed
i njwu‘nnnc‘ntmc. Cmpi:‘sut‘cl‘:e forms
will be adided rothe survey books, which
are kepe locally ac the Eldredge Public
Library, che Historical Conymission and
the Chatham Historical Sociery.

In January, the Association sentout
copies of che forms completed in 1990
to property ewners [or any corrections
andfor additions they wished o make.
Morm repores char 35 people repliad,
aned Lie 15 almost finished revising the
formsacconding to the new inlormation,
These, rao, will be filed ar Massachusetrs
Historical Cammissicn and will replace
theold tormsinthe survey boolks, Thank
vou to all who respoanded, and a special
thank you to Anne Rogers, who is
helping us with some information we

l.'l.}ll.l.l 1143 |J!'IL|. L'lSC'u"u'llCl'L‘.

Around the O Pillage

Update: Bridge Street Intersection

Tawn afhicials still have plans to design some sorc of sidewalk around the Bridge
Strectintersection and ro extend that walk along Bridge Street ta the bridge. The
enacunentof these ideasare awaicing (1) the completion of a survey of Bridge Srreer,
(2) a tormal design and {3) a "rking” of Bridge Street {and possibly some privare
praperty} which will peobably require Town Meeting vote. Nancy Bak would
appreciare hearing from Bridge Street homeowners wha have some concern about
these plans, The Association will continue o work actively with the homeowners

at the L"':ri-;|;__{|: Streer inlersection,

Wastewater Management Report

ArTown Meeting on May 8, Dv. Robert Duncanson announced thar Charham,
with the help ol volunteers from the FCW Water Watchers, will restall embayments
over the next six months in order (o provide an accurare analysis of the condirion
ol Chatham's witerways, The decision o expand the testing was prompeed by the
1999 resules from the Stage Harbor Complex (including Mill and Liccle Wil Ponds)
which showed thar che actual condition of the warer was much worse than was
projecred in the model-based consultant’s report.

I char these 1999 resules indicaring char Licele Mill Pand is cutrophic {loaded
with nirrogen]) and Mill Pond ieself ar greac risk, all property awners in the Old
Village need to remain alert to new developmenrs. Bob Walsh, whe has sar in on
the Wasrewarer Management Cirizens Advisory Comunittee meerings in the
absence of David MacAdums, wrore in aur last Newslerrer of the importance of this
issue to the Old Village - in facr, o all of Chatham. Advisory Cammitces reerings
are open ro the public. If you wish o accend or have questions, you can call Bob

lar mtormarian,

Village Center” Workshop Zeroes in on Main Street

The Long Range Planning Commircee will hold a *Village Cenrers” workshop

an June 20, at 700 pon. ar che Annex on George Ryder Road. This session will

concenrrare on downtown, from the rorary o 400 Main Steeer. [nchac the

dhiscussion will include the problem of commercial “creep” to the east, the workshop
shauld be ol invercar ro Od Village property owners,



COhver the winter, the Old "-x'iliug::
Association has taken several hitson the
editorial pages of the Chronicle, mainly
because of our work to sever the Od
Village [rom the Main Street
Beconstruction Project. This criticism
even extended to the Selecumen’s
r‘;dvisnr}r Commiccee.
Chairman, David Veach, and T tried in
letters to the editor to point ourt the
diverse makeup of the Commitree, its
etfarts o assure the widest possible
pub]jc pdrticipuLjuu,m]di:s UGS
virie o recom I'I'Iﬂl'ld '[I'IE “-’IIEI,H'I l':!'n.‘.-'ﬂ] Of
the Old Village from the plan. In the
iy ].Hl.blic meetings and w-;_lrks]mps
ll'{:ld (ARl SL"\"CI.'F[] [T14} |'lt]'|$. ['l'lCI“E'.ICFE DF
the Committee had no indication
whatsoever that there was any real

Commitree

appositien ta their decision from most
people in wown,

{The Board of Selectmen s decision
to sever the Old Village section of
Main Sereet from the prajece was/
Short-siphted, once again shoting
the Board's ‘?:'m.c'.-f.-'mrr Lo redct fe
small granp of vecal peaple to the
detrinrent of the tawn as a whole,”
—Cape Cod Chronicte, 10,/04 /94

Tl faces of Main Streetaside, what
is of more concern is the Chronicle's
general criticism of town commicrees
and small advocacy groups, such as the
Old Village Association.  Setatements
suchas thase highlighted here encourage
divisiveness and create an atimosphere
of mistrust—and even prejudice —which
has che porential of causing serious harm

to the communiry.

A View from
The Old Village

The Old Village Association is an
example of democracy in action. We

worl hard o keep our members
informed, enabling them, as educared
cifizens, to participate in town
government. The Association hasabways
encouraged others, particularly
neighberhoods, to do the same, We
were chiarter members of the Alliance, a
broad-based group of nonprofic
arginizations, andd STEONE supporters af
the Farest Beach neighborhood group's
etlores to save the MCL properey in
South Chatham.

The driving belieF behind the
Association — that the Old Village is an
asser Lo e town and worth preserving
— seems o have wide support, Mosr
people understand that our efforrs o
protect front lawns and green space are
aimned at preserving the historic chiaraceer
of our area — not keeping others out.
Woe are in fvor of narrow roads, nor o
stop cars from driving through, but w
lkeep speeds down. We worked haed 1o
limit — bur noc ban - parking, so thar
pur residents could access their
doiveways salely, We reminded officials
that Andrew Hardings Lane Beacli is not
large encughosupport thekind ofservices
available at, Sy, HﬂnHHgs Beach, bt we
campaigned lor the beach to be open o
the public — even thougl the town owns
culy a tny soip of whads el And,
:1l[!‘:0llt_:ll we continue ta be advocaies for
scenic views and aesthetically pleasing
streetscapes, we are also working hard on
saletvissues, particulady around the Bridge
STrCCT COrner,

An Ode fo the Mass. Highway Depariment

How sad that highway planners pay no mind

To saving roads thal meander and wind,
Among old trees on scenic curves,

Pasi vistas easy on the nerves,

But rather like to chep and slash,
Slraight as missile making hash

Ot centuries’ growth of alm and ash.
Haow can their thinking be so rash?

From a pogm by Frank Gibsen, wilten to protest Mass. Highway Department's proposals
for Qi Kings Highway. The complete posm can be aceessed in Cape Cod dournal, an

e-zine associated with the Capelniarnel.
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“Projects van be beld .-"h_J_-;:;."_LJf' —ar
foisted v the vest of the
pr:pm":e::'rm ."}Jf e sameld bt
Js‘.-J.'.‘{.'rﬁ'.l'ﬂzfa'f;f{'ff'an. v (ML Viff;.'gr
residenis will get to .-'Iffflﬂ 1herr
U, narren rr,'f'urrr.fug streets,
but peaple in West Chathan
will stifl have ta Irug the sidde af
the rouel wihen tualiiig to

! .l';n'.fe":'ngt feaeh, ”

—Cape Cod Chronicle, 4,/20/2000

A neighborhood association is
hardly a new, frightening concept.
American history is full of examples of
inclividuals and “small groups with
ideasabour and dreams lorthe firure of
The

Chironicle 15 right o be worried about

their town, city and counury.

the people who never attend meetings,
never vote and tale no interestin public
affairs, However, the newspaper is not
serving the interests of the wwn by
goading a segment of the population
into action by referring ro their status as
“second class cirizens” or informing
them rhar the Selectimen haveno interest
inanyone who doesn'tlhivein "exclusive
downtown neighborhoods.”

Whar all of us in Chatham should
support is the invelvement of all
citieens i the real issues whicl will

frame the future ol our town,
Chatham is lucky ro have
volunteers wha ate willing ro
serve ono colmmittees and
organizations which help
explore alrernative solutions

to problems, gather public
opinion, keep an eye on

the povernment, and

provide an added level

al expertise to the i

st Al // 7 r
decision-making” /- 7
o

process.  Debating
tssues and i_'|1:a||u|1p,in;:_; authority has
been and is America’s most cherished
tradition. [n our democmcy, iubody
should be criticized for having ideas —
ora vision for the furure! Inodhe Ol
Village "advocacy™ 1s noc a dircy word.,
Mor should it be ar che Chionicle,

Carrad Prcun



Eliphelet’s Lane

The Slaughterhouse

From 1874 thru 18384 Lothrop L. Bearse “pig burcher”
was very actively involved in his rrade. His two Loys Willis
5. and Fred %, “took to” their facher’s business with “preat
guste,” wailing no one to say thar the past season of
slanghrering had not been an avceptably fine one. This
would mean by the Bearse’s tally one hundred or more hogs
“finely dressed.”

The Bearse Lamily had their home at 3006 Bridge Soreet
where Lothrop L. carried on a business of tavern keeper and
ran a livery stable. Buracthe end of Eliphelet's Lane, it was
an entirely
different sec-up.
Hereastory and
half building
with loft above,
open at bath
ends, with buarn-
like doors char
closed ar nighr,
heldwithin itself
gigantic hooks
embedded inm :
the rimbers and B
running length-
wise of  che T
building both
sides.  We can

wel| nmagine the

MILL FOND. CHATHAM MASS

activity during these times of reerieving one’s “special hog.”

It was the lirm beliel passed down by many old-time
natives — who when among themselves were preety near o
telling the cruth as they saw it — that wichin
this present building roday resides remnants of the old

5]&1LI. E‘;l L Lt'l']. L LsE SEructure,

Thase wiho do not buow where Ea".-:,.'}.l‘fw.!?.ric Lane is have not been
rf.-mr.f'u__q thedr wewslerter! -ed

by J. S. Stinson
The Last Shanty

By December of 1930 only ane of the 15 shanties
clustered around the Mill Pond remained. The athers wich
leases terminared either were moved or sold back o the
owner of this shore front property. A few hearry souls who
wanted to keep this one “shucking shanty” for use had it
rransterred to Mr. Harold S, Gould in January of 1938 and
it continued to be used by * the Mill Pond People™ undl 1970
when Mr. Gould passed away,

Ohne reached theshanty upan retu rining froma productive
day on the water, with not roo much wallsi ngalter pulling up
the dory. Then
the wrestling of
those copious
bags from the
bowom of rhe
dory, walking 2
scant 15 fest in
rubber hoars o
the weuachered
door with irs
square windows
an eicher side,
Theinside of the
shanty greeted
the recurning
renant by
appearing
slightly dimafrer
coming in from the water’s glare. Clam hoes, quahoy rakes,
drails, eel spears, net bags, buckets, bailers and assorted
knives were scattered about giving the appearance of work
abour to commence, The Hloor had sustained the colar of
black ebony with che hardness that even a sharp knife would
not penetrate due to the many dousings of salt warter.
Culling boards rested on blunt-end 2x4's pushed against the
walls, The mingled smells of kerosene, oilskins, shredded
seaweed still clinging o the implements and shells denuded
of theirinhabirantswere wafted together with the clean smell
of the sea coming in at the open doar.

When the scallop season was a good one, women — when
their houschold chores were done—were prety well matched
with their counterparts ar these “shucking wbles.” Bur,
when shellfishing became scarce the men would be willing to
*poal their bags of rake” ro ger a betrer price.

Stories, jokes, past companions remembered and the
pridein challenging the sea to release these succulent delicacies
was all char was asked in this time of “simple living.”
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—Tall Tales from the Old Village “The Gam” 1970’ Style

On Sunday, May 14, the Chatham Histoncal Sociely freld one of its famous (infamous)
Oid Vitage “Gam Sessions.” Dan Buckiey, Dorotfy Tullle Chambers, Charlotta Forgeron,
June dames MeOonald and Jang Tullle Powers shared memonias from their childhood — with
iy anceslors obsending e whale scane from their place on the mural bam walls, Your Cig
Village reporters were laughing so hara we ook nary a nale, but fortunataly Ed Maronay from
the Chronicla refoid some of the stores in the May 18th lssue,

Howsver, by tha shearastiuck, in that same waek John Whelan brought over a transcript
frovm & gam session held in the 1870, tidbits of which we thought pou might enjay,

On the Subject of Ice Cream

Howard James (1909-1998: Howard's family lived on Holway
Streat. He was active in Native American affairs.) We used w
po o Calvin Hammond's for ice cream and alse on che
corner there where the Calico Car iz now. Ttwas tun by a
family by the name of Hallect and the Litde Tavern was
opened by Harald Turle, And the reason | know so much
abour thar was [ used 1o pack ice cream there owice a day -
stuck the chocolate in the box and pur chopped ice around
the cans and salv i withv e L.

Clint Hammaond {1900-1981; Clint, an oysterman, lived on
Lower Main Sfreet Rasidents will remember his lively
contributions at fown mestings.) Mel Allen sold ice cream ar
the Hallert House one summer — the orchesera leader, He
had 2 nervous breakdown and he was down in Chacham
recovering his healch. T remember the ice cream cones used
to be 15 cents; you gata double scoop for aquarter. Tusually
anly had a nickel,

Dealing with Wrecks

Howard James Joe Bloomer — “"Copper Joc” — used o go
around blowing up wrecks. He was quire a guy with
dyvnamite, 1 a junk wreck would drifr around and come
ashore in the wrong place, they would go ger hold of Jag and
he'd go blow it up, Where the fishermen were living down
Powder Hole, there on Monomaoy Point, there was a wreck
after a storm that.,.was in everyone's way, and so they gor
hold of Joe to come down and blow it up for them. He came
down with a gond southwest wind blowing, blew down in
his cathoat —everything got soaking wet— he finally landed,
came stomping up to the shanty chere with his rubber boors
on and a stick of dynamire on the stove —all set to blow up
the wreck, Russell Bearse was down there; and he had a
brand new dory Tommy Gill just made for him in the Mill
Pond, thought an awful lot of char dory, and Russell says,
“Joe, don't you want me to move my dory out of the wayi”
“Wo, no,” he says, “goin’ to blow everything right out of the
way, . W hen he wouched "er ofl, one of these beams (of che
wrecked boat} went through the air like 2 boomerang,
landed right in the middle of Russell's dary and splicic right
in half,

On Andrew Harding’s Store

Clint Hammeond {on being shown a picture on a postcard of
tha frant of Andrew Harding's store) Now this is — ler’s see —
Farrington Robbins, Washington Bearse and Andrew
Harding. My grandfacher isn’t recognizable, bur he's
behind the post. [ Theothersare) Tinkham Gould [Richard
Tinlham?] and Seth Hammond, T heard my father tell this
story, 1o seems that these fellows all ser awside there on a
plank — on these nail kegs, you know, They would chew
robacco and tell stories and chere was a fellow there called
Smokin' Johnny. T don't know his name.  And so just
casually one of the fellows said one day, ro make conversadion

“Tohnny, ifvou had three wishes and could have anything
you wanted, what would vou wish for?” Well, he thoughe

he'd wanr all the wbucco he could smoke and chew, and
second, he thought he'd like to have all che rum he could
drinle and “Waic a minute now,” someone says, “you got
only one more wish, you gotea be careful.” “Well,” he said,
“I think Ud like to have a lircle more tobaceo!™ | sorta like
that story because 'd think of this country as a land of plenty
— more than enough —and 1 guess he thoughr so oo,
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On Rum Running
“Daten the Oyseer Kiver came vhe i Algne
Manned by the caprain, My, Hvward Doane
Hutward b e oreers, So speedd wp yoner
wnters, "
[note: doss anyone know the
rest of the rhyme? -ed.)

Gununy Eldredge (Gunny now lives in
Flarida. His summear camp for childran
was well known. He senved as carefaker

for the Old M) Well, T know where
that liquor was stored,  There were
some cottages down Hardings Beach
thar no one had occupied and 1 used
to have a trap line and I'd go by there
in the morning, and ...one morning [
was going by onc old cottage and |
noticed that che cellar door was ajar.
So L apened it up and wentin and all
these big things of straw {were) on the
Hloar and burlap bags piled up, so 1
didn'tknow wharitwas and | moreor
less forgorabouric. Well, maybe 10 o
12vearsapo I wasralking with a fellow
named Roger Nickerson, He says,
“Well, you didn’t know 1 saved vour
life one time?...you were a little boy
and you were going down in the cellar
and there was a fellow along with me
anel he bad a 30030 ritle on vou and |
rold him den't do ic”

And One Prediction

George Lake (1970-1884: George lived
an Hallett Lahe, He laft his propany to
the Chatham Consenvalion Foundation. )
One of the chings that fascinates me
the mastabout chevillage is the taking
of the beach.,, owhen Dwasa kid —well,
wie Ll say World Woar [ davs, 1918 —
the northeast point was opposite
Chatliun Bars Inne U've seen thar
beach come all che way down past
Warris Island, and it's a cyele and
there's going 1o be a brealchrongh —
I'd say in the next live years, and the
breakthrough's coming by, well, ucross
from Andrew Hardings Lane.
{Unfartunataly, George died before he
could sea his pragiclion come e,
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Architect’'s Corner
Theodore P. (Sam) Streibert

Old Chatham Village Architecture

Lo past articles, | have commented on che pracrical and aestheric issues
with Village Architecture. The previeus article pursued che more pracrical
aspects of old house restoration. [t did not cover use. We all live quite
differsntly now than the original owners did. Our habits of living are derived
from newer social patrerns, All of these pressures can affect the ol
enjoyment ol a restored house,

The formal structure of society required a formal frone parlor and dining
rooin, usually located near the house's front entrance. The formal rooms are
still useful and should be maintained. Our lifescyles and furnishings have
accommaodared to include rime when a formal occasion is enhanced by being
conducted in these rooms. A definite separation existed berween these rooms
and the kitchen and service areas,

Today the kitchen is the heart of the house. This is the one space where
all family and social discourse happens before dinner rime, while rhe meal is
in preparation. Everyone likes to be there to discuss the day's events and o
share experiences. During che day, the kicchen opens up to the backyard with
large windows or doors leading to a deck or terrace.

In an older house, the back of the house was painfully subdivided into a
rabbit warren of pantries and separate sitting rooms; even bedrooms and

baths, These walls can be

CelIL '\-'t'i.l. ll]]liJ. L|II.‘-‘;' Spelies Cilll

be combined to open a

compactly designed kitchen
to asitting space, a breakfast

area, and the imporant

L

because EVETY Euuil}' bas its l

access oo the l]':lL'k}-’il]’L!. This

L1

exercisecan bevery fascinating

own ddea of what s

connection should be. g l
P. Kecping Room | Bormn-

Houses are no lungi:r the Ing
collection of boxes they used R
ro he,  MNow even older L.
homes can be restored so Hall

thatthe spaces flow into each

other and the light and the

| R
: | Farch 1
ourdoors hecome parc of . e T T

]j\'iug within.

Traditional Lape Cod House

[ B B N B BB RO BN BN TR BN BN BN OB OB BN OR BN BN BN N RO R ORI NN NN N NN N

Page 3



113013015 LTy
sy ey |
BEEIPLT LI ey LT

BRI ey

FanapEaan] uonerossy adeis p
(383 I HODETI0LSY A Mo

.'i.a.-il.a_t] ey

CEOT0 VY fwreyen
B xog
UL uonenossy 3BeIA PIO YL

LI | jesaney

Association Membership
on the Rise —
Have You Joined the “In” Crowed?

The Associarion wants to thank the 122 people who
J'rspnm!r.:d [ our mu:mlw_*rshi[:u deive and senein cheir 2000
tlues. Sinceourduesare so tiny, icseemed silly tospend 33 cenes
of vour donation to send ourt individual rhank vou notes, but
please know we are graceful for your support,

Far those af you wha have not ver responded, do consider
joining the Association, By sending inyour $3.00 ($10.00 per
cauple) youare puaanceed thar you will receive all onrmailings,
and the Associarion will be puaranceed thar we can reach vl
concerning Old Village matters, including all informarion an
the progress of our Narional Repister Districr. Your dues can

be sene toous ar Box 188, Chacham 02633, Thanks so muely!

Town Landing Regulations
The Selecrmen passed a new set of regulations for non-
H5|:'Illl1g{ifll’]]!’1'!l_*r|ﬂi'.llHSCSII:|'_£:]1:1I.'|'|:1I'|‘|ISI,'I'H.Er'l'l|;1|‘||_'!llllg$_ W hien
these regularions were in their inicial drafrs, the Old Village
Association wrore the drafrers, Harbormaster Stuare Smich
and Ted Keon, Direcror of Coastal Resources, abour the
rown landing at Litele Mill Pond. We emphasized thar chis
banding was oo small, and the parking roo limiced, for char
landing ta have any lurther commercial acriviy, We also
noted thar the dock has always been a favorice fishing spor
lor children.  TFortunately, barh men agreed and the
regulations ban tour boats from the landing. Now, ifwe can

only guarantee a tew mare lish for the kids ro carch!

— % Save this Date %——
1 ‘-.-"[”-.15;: Associanan Annual T‘dewring
Sunday, August 20, 2000

Mare derails larer . L.

Old Village Association, Inc.

Cu-Lressdents Carol Pacun, Relweo Wokh Oivecrors Sally Daniel [ravid MacAdam Theodore Screiberr
Vice-Priidene Elinar Gelsey Eachleen Eavnshow Ann OYConnell Richard Towne
Frogiiiar Richard Towne Elinos R:ds.::,.’ Caral Pacun Rabiers Walsh
lerds Ao OV Conoell Fllen mleRinley Harris Bichardson



